LESSON 3

Dispensation of Conscience

Objective : To understand that by mere desire of conscience
or the knowledge of good and bad is not enough
for human being to become good or to come

upon God.
Bible Portion : Gen. 3:1; 8:14
Memory Verse : Romans 1:20-21

For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:



Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened.

Introduction :

Does the knowledge of good and evil is desirable? Yes! But can
human being live good with that knowledge? Does all who do evil in
the world is just because of ignorance? What is your opinion?

Dispensation of Conscience

The age of 1656 years from man’s fall to the Flood is known as the
dispensation of Conscience. Human being ate the fruit of the tree of
knowledge by breaking the law of God. As a result his conscience became
active. He/she got the power to discern between good and evil. A
particular age which God appointed to human being to know whether
they will live in accordance with the knowledge or by the will of God is
known as dispensation of conscience. But historical incidents have
proven that man/woman was a failure in this test too.

1. Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:1-16)

In this age God had given human being a law to reconcile with God
by offering sacrifice with bloodshed, which was a shadow of the greatest
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. It was because of the compulsion of conscience
Cain and Abel planned to offer sacrifice. But Cain offered a sacrifice in
his own desire by ignoring the law of God given through conscience.
And God did not respect the sacrifice of Cain. Instead of coming back
to the plan of God through repentance he killed his brother. As a result
at the very outset of this dispensation worship against the pattern of
God, enmity, bitterness and murder came into the human life.

2. The Family of Cain

Having no part with God, the generations of Cain brought unspiritual
developments and built cities. They were well versed in cattle rearing,
weapon making and seasoned to play musical instruments (Gen. 4:16-
22).
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3. Adopted polygyny by breaking the pattern of God.

It was Lamech who introduced polygamy for the first time in the
earth (Gen. 4:19). Then the generations of Cain became lusty, unspiritual,
and wicked.

In spite of these God selected Sheth, the son of Adam to love God
and live in accordance with conscience, Sheth worshipped God (Gen.
4:26). Enoch who was one among his generation pleased God walked
with Him. He had taken by God (Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5). He had even
got the revelation of Jesus Christ’s appearance on cloud (Jude 15).

However as a result of many in the lineage of Sheth adopted the
way of Cain by the time of Noah the earth became full of evil.

4. Last phase of the dispensation of Conscience

By the last phase of the dispensation of conscience the wickedness
and evil of human being reached its peak. Their morality was even declined
to have sexuality with a group of angelsl who were subjected to sin.

5. Judgment-The Flood (Gen. 6:3-8:14)

Though man/woman had the knowledge of good and evil; and the
situation to choose good and live according to the will of God, they rejected
God and did perversions very badly. God became sad of man/woman, His
creation. Therefore for He was compelled to give the punishment deserved
to all who live in that dispensation. Amidst of these Noah who was in
constant touch with God according to his conscience found grace in the
eyes of the Lord (Gen. 6:8). As per the command of the Lord Noah built
an ark of gopher wood. The ark had three decks and the length was three
hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. Because
of faith and obedience Noah and family was escaped from the judgment
and during the time of flood a year and ten days they were protected by
God. Have you got in to the ark which is Christ and got exception from
the judgment? It is written ‘There is therefore now no condemnation to
those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).

The knowledge of good and bad was not enough for human being
to become good or to come upon God. It’s by Grace alone one can be
saved and live according to the will of God. Therefore let’s trust in the
Grace of God.
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Questions

L.

What is the peculiarity of the Dispensation of Conscience and its duration?
Why God was not pleased in the offering of Cain?

Portray the material and spiritual life of Cain’s generations. How was their
end?

Mention the names of two from the genealogy of Seth in whom God pleased
and explain their dignity.

What was the incident which brought an end to the Dispensation of
Conscience?

‘Man is incapable of knowing God and doing well by the wisdom of this
world’. Elucidate.

How was the judgment of the Dispensation of Conscience occurred? Who
all were escaped from that? How they got escaped?



