
116

\ni-_vZ-Imew
(Period of Silence)

a\x-]mTw: F{_m-b¿ 1:1˛4  ssZhw ]≠p `mKw

`mK-am-bn´p hnhn-[-am-bn´pw {]hm-N-I-∑m¿ apJm-

¥cw ]nXm-°-∑m-tcmSp Acp-fn-s®-bvXn´pw Cu

A¥y-Im-eØp ]p{X≥ apJm-¥cw \tΩmSp

Acpfn sNbvXn-cn-°p-∂p. Aßs\ Xm≥ kI-e-

Øn\pw Ah-Im-in-bm°n sh®p, Ah≥ apJm-

¥cw temI-sØbpw D≠m-°n. Ah≥ Ahs‚

tXP-kns‚ {]`bpw XXz-Øns‚ ap{Zbpw kI-

e-sØbpw Xs‚ i‡n-bp≈ hN-\-Øm¬ hln-

°p-∂-h\pw BI-sIm≠p ]m]-ßƒ°p ]cn-

lmcw D≠m-°n-b-tijw Db-c-Øn¬ aln-a-bpsS

he-Øp-`m-KØp Ccn-°bpw Ah≥ ssZh ZqX-

∑m-sc-°mƒ hnin-jvS-amb \ma-Øn\p Ah-Im-in-

bm-b-Xn\p HØ-hÆw Ah-sc-°mƒ t{ijvT-\m-

bn-Øo-cp-Ibpw sNbvXp.

e£yw: ]g-b-\n-b-a- N-cn-{Xn\pw ]pXn-b-\n-ba Ncn-

{X-Øn\pw CS-bv°p≈ Ime-sØ-°p-dn®v a\-kn-

em -°pI. ssZhw Hcp tijn -∏ns\ GXp

ImeØpw ]cn-]m-en-®n-cp-∂p. kwkvIm-chpw `c-

Wm-[n-]-∑mcpw amdn-a-dn-bptºmgpw ssZhw bYm-

hm-\m-Wv. tbip-hns‚ P\\w {]h¿Ø-\-ßƒ

Ch-bpsS ]›m-Øew a\- n-em-°p-I.

kµ¿`w: blqZ cmPyØp \n∂pw a‰pw _m_n-

tem-Wn-te°v {]hm-kn-I-fm-b-h¿ AhnsS \n∂pw

c≠p aq∂p {]mh-iy-ambn kztZ-i-tØ°v aSßn

h∂ Imcyw \mw ]Tn-®p-h-t√m. 1) skcp-∫m-t_¬,

F{k, s\sl-aymhv Ch-cpsS Iogn-emWv {]hm-

kn-Iƒ aSßn h∂-Xv. Ah¿ h∂p tZhm-ebw

]WnXp \K-chpw aXnepw ]p\x-\n¿ΩmWw

sNbvXv Bcm-[-\bpw Bcw-`n-®p. ]gb \nb-a-]p-

kvX-I-ß-fn¬ F{k, s\l-aym-hv, Ftÿ¿ XpS-

ßnb Ncn{X ]pkvX-I-ß-fn¬ A°mcyw hnh-cn-

°p-∂p. A\-¥c Ncn-{X-sa√mw IqSn ss__n-fn¬

tcJ-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂Xv 100 h¿j-Øn-e-[nIw

Ime-ß-fm-bn-´n-√. (_n.-kn. 536-˛42) F{k. 1:1-4.

2) s\l-aymhv apX¬ ]pXnb \nbaw hsc-

bp≈ 400 h¿j-ß-fn¬ thZ-]-c-ambn {]hm-N-I-

]mTw ˛ 23 Lesson - 23

PERIOD OF
SILENCE

Objective: To get an idea of the period
intervening the Old Testament and New
Testament. God is stable, even when the
nations, the king or the culture changes. To
understand the background in which Jesus
was born, and the background of his ac-
tivities.

Memory verse: Heb.1:1-4
God, who at sundry times and in divers

manners spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets,Hath in these last days spo-
ken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap-
pointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds;Who being the brightness
of his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the
word of his power, when he had by him-
self purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high;Being made
so much better than the angels, as he hath
by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they.

Itnroduction:
We learned that the Jews in exile re-

turned to Jerusalem, in two to three batches.
1. They returned under the leadership of
Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah. They re-
build the temple and the walls of Jerusa-
lem. All these are mentioned in the books
of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther. The history
of only 100 years after return from exile is
mentioned in the Bible (BC 536- BC 432 –
Ezra 1:14). 2. There were no prophets or
Bible writers in the 400 years between
Nehemiah and the New Testament. There-



117

∑mtcm Fgp-Øp-Imtcm Bcpw Xs∂ D≠m-bn-cp-

∂n-√. AXn-\m¬ Cu Ime-L-´sØ \ni-_vZ-

Imew (Period of Silence) F∂p hnfn-°p-∂p.

s\l-aym-hn-s‚bpw amem-Jn-bp-sSbpw Ime-

ßƒ°p tijw {InkvXp P\n-°p-∂Xp hsc-

bp≈ Ime-L-́ -Øn¬ {]m[m-\y-a¿ln-°p∂ Nne

Ncn{X hkvXp-°-fp-≠v.

_m_n-tem¨ km{amPyw ss_¬i- ¿ cmPm-

hn-t\mSp IqSn Ah-km-\n-®p. (N-cn{X ]›m-Øew

Aev]w hnh-cn-°-Ww) Zm\n. 5:36,37. A\-¥cw

taZycpw ]m¿ky-°mcpw IqSn as‰mcp Iq´p-km-

{amPyw D≠m-°n. AXv Zo¿L-\mƒ \ne-\n-∂n-√.

alm-\mb Ae-Ivkm-≠¿ Ahsb F√mw Iogvs∏-

Sp-Øn. {Kokv km{amPyw ÿm]n-®p. Ae-Ivkm-

≠-dpsS AIme Nc-a -tØmSp IqSn Xs‚

km{amPyw \mep tk\m-[n-]-∑m¿°mbn hn`-Pn-

°-s∏-´p. AXn¬ tSmfan F∂ tk\m-[n-]s‚

Iogn-em-bn-cp∂p ]e-kvXo≥, CuPn]vXv XpS-ßnb

cmPy-ßƒ, blq-Z-∑m¿ ]me-kvXo-\nepw CuPn-

]vXn-ep-sa√mw hym]n-®n-cp-∂p. Ah-cn¬ ̀ ‡n D≈-

h¿ hcp-hm≥ t]mIp∂ ain-lm-bn-°mbn BImw-

£-tbmsS ImØn-cp-∂p.

Cu Ime-ØmWv ]g-b-\n-baw F{_mb `mj-

bn¬ \n∂pw {Ko°n-te°v BZy-ambn X¿÷a

sNø-s∏-´Xv (_n.-kn.285) 70 F{_mb ]fin-X-

∑m¿ tN¿∂mWv Cu X¿÷a \n¿∆-ln-®-Xv. AXn-

\m¬ 70 F∂m¿∞w hcp∂ sk]v‰p-hm-Pn‚ v

X¿÷\ F∂-Xn\v t]cm-bn. CXv Ae-Ivkm-{¥-

dn-bm-bn¬ h®m-bn-cp-∂p.

tSmf-an-°p-tijw kndn-b≥ km{amPyw i‡n

{]m]n-®p. kndn≥ At¥ym-Iymkv F∏n-∏n-t\mkv

]e-kvXo≥ Iog-S°n blq-Z-∑msc ]e coXn-bn¬

]oUn-∏n-®p. sblq-Zs‚ Bcm-[\m kzmX{¥yw

XS-™p. Ah¿°p \njn-≤-amb ]∂n amwkw A-

hsc Xo‰n (te-hy. 11:1˛3) Cu \S-]-Sn-Isf FXn-

¿Ø At\Iw blq-Z-∑m¿ sIm√-s∏-´p. Cu {Iqc-

\mb At¥ym-Iymkv F∏n-∏m-t\m-kn-s\-Xnsc a-

°m-_y¿ FXn¿Øp F¶nepw HSp-hn¬ Ah¿ ]-

cm-P-b-s∏-´p. C°m-eØpw blq-Z-∑m¿ AhnsS

ssZh-Øm≥ kwc-£n-°-s∏-´p-t]m-∂p.

tdmam-km-{amPyw

_n.-kn. 63-˛¬ tdma≥ km{amPyw {]m_-ey-

fore this period is called the period of si-
lence. There are some important historical
events that happened between time of
Nehemiah, Malachi and the birth of Jesus.

The Babylonian empire declined with the
emperor Belshazzar. (Explain some histori-
cal Background - Dan. 5:36, 37). Later the
Medians and the Persians found a com-
bined empire. It did not last long. Alexander,
the great defeated them and laid the foun-
dation of the Greek empire. After the un-
expected death of Alexander, his four com-
manders divided the empire among them-
selves. Among these, Palestine and Egypt
were under Ptolemy, the commander.The
Jews were scattered in Palestine and Egypt.
Among them some of the god fearing men,
were waiting for the promised Messiah.

It was in this time that the Old Testament
wast ranslated from Hebrew to Greek, for
the first time (BC 285). 70 Jewish scholars
were engaged in this work and therefore
thet ranslation was named Septuagint
(meaning 70). It was finished in Alexandria.

After the death of Ptolemy, the Syrian
empire came into power. The Syrian king
Antiochus Epiphanes, captured Palestine.
He afflicted the Jews in many ways – he
took away the freedom of worship and
made them eat the unholy meat of pigs
(Lev. 11:1-3). The Jews, who opposed were
killed. The Maccabeus opposed the king but
they were defeated. But the Jews were pro-
tected by God.

The Roman Empire
In BC 63, the Roman Empire came into

power, the other empires declined.  Pales-
tine also came under the Roman Empire,
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Øn¬ h∂-tXmsS CXc i‡n-Iƒ £bn-®p.

tdmam-km-{am-Py-Øns‚ Iogn-embn ]e-kvXo\pw

tdma≥ km{amPyw blq-Z-∑m¿°v Ipsd kzmX-

{¥yw A\p-h-Zn-®n-cp-∂p. ]e-kvXo≥ A[oi

Kh¨sa‚mb tdmam Kh¨sa‚n\v I∏w sImSp-

t°-≠n-bn-cp-∂p. tdmam N{I-h¿Øn-bmb Xn_-

tcymkv ssIk¿ ̀ cn-®n-cp∂ Ime-Øm-Wt√m tb-

ip-hns‚ apt∂m-Sn-bmb tbml-∂m≥ P\n-®-Xv.

skJ-cym]ptcm-ln-X-s‚bpw Fen-k-t_-Øn-

s‚bpw ]p{X-\mbn P\n® kv\m]Itbml-∂m-

\mWv ]g-b-\n-b-a-Øns‚ HSp-hn-e-Øbpw ]pXn-

b-\n-b-a-Øns‚ BZy-tØ-Xp-amb IÆn. tbip-

hns‚ P\-\hpw kv\m]-Is‚ P\-\-k-a-b-Øm-

bn-cp-∂p. kv\m]I tbml-∂m\v tbip-hn-t\-°mƒ

amk-ß-fpsS {]mb-°q-Sp-Xte D≠m-bn-cp-∂p-≈p.

Aßs\ Ime-k-ºq¿Æ-X-bn¬ P\n® tbip-

hns‚ apt∂m-Sn-bmbn Xs∂ temI-Øn\v ]cn-N-

b-s∏-Sp-Ønb Bfm-bn-cp∂p tbml-∂m≥. {In-

kvXp-hns‚ ImeØpw AXn\p tijw Nne \q‰m-

≠p-Iƒ IqSnbpw tdmam km{amPyw \ne-\n-∂p.

{InkvXp-k-̀ bv°v tdmam-N-{I-h¿Øn-am-cn¬\n∂pw

A\p-`-hn-t°≠n h∂ ]oU-\-ßƒ h¿Æ-\m-Xo-

Xhpw AXn-Z-b-\o-b-hp-am-Wv. B N{I-h¿Øn-am-

cn¬ Ip{]-kn-≤-\mWv \otdm, skh-dkv ssIk¿,

shkvt]-jy≥ XpS-ßn-b-h¿.

tNmZy-ßƒ

1. skcp-∫m-t_¬, F{km, s\l-aym-hv, Ch-

cpsS ]cn-{i-a-Øm¬ h∂ t\´-ßƒ Fs¥√mw?

2. \ni-_vZ-Imew F∂m¬ F¥v? B t]cv

Fßs\ e`n-®p.

3 . s_¬i- ns‚ ImeØv _mt_¬

km{amPyw \in-∏m-\p≈ ImcWw F¥m-bn-cp∂p?

4. sk]v‰p-h-Pn‚ v X¿÷a F∂m¬ F¥mWv?

B t]cp In´p-hm≥ ImcWw F¥v?

5. kndn-b≥ cmPysØ {Iqc-\mb cmPm-hm-cm-

bn-cp-∂p. Ah≥ Fs¥√mw {Iqc-X-Iƒ blq-Z-

t\mSv sNbvXp?

6. a. tdmamkm-{amPy hmgvN-sb-°p-dn®v

GXm\pw hmIy-ßƒ Fgp-Xp-I.

b. {InkvXphn\pw k`°pw hnip-≤-∑m¿°pw

tdma≥ cmPy-`-cWw Fßs\ A\p-`-h-s∏´p?

and they allowed more freedom for the
Jews. The Palestine was under a king, ap-
pointed by the Roman Empire, but he has
to pay taxes to the Romans. John the Bap-
tist, the forerunner to Jesus, was born dur-
ing the reign of Emperor Tiberius. John who
was the son of Zechariah, the priest and
Elizabeth, was the connecting bridge be-
tween the Old Testament and the New Tes-
tament. Jesus was also born around the time
of John, the Baptist. John was elder to Jesus
by a few months. Thus John was the man
in the wilderness, who made the way clear
for Jesus. The Roman Empire lasted a few
centuries after the death of Jesus. The af-
fliction faced by the church from the Ro-
man Empire was indescribable. Some of the
cruel emperors were Nero, Severus,
Vespasian, etc.

Questions

1. What are the results of the work of
Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah?

2. What is the 'Period of Silence'? Why
is it called so?

3. Why did the Babylonian Empire de-
cline during King Belshazzar?

4. What is 'Septuagint'? Why is it called
so?

5. Who was the cruel Syrian King? What
were the tarocities he did to the Jews?

6. a. Write a short note on the reign of
the Roman Empire.

b. What was thet reatment that Christ
and the church received from the Roman
Empire?


