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RELIGIOUS CONVERSION AND CONSEQUENCES
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“But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith,
pray in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of God;
wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life..”
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Objective :

Tell the pupils about the spiritual
decline of the church at the time of
emperor Constantine. Encourage the
pupils to keep themselves in the love
of God during suitable environment.

Introduction :

Which helps spiritual growth,
comforts or sufferings? Believers in the
first century led a spiritual and holy life
in the midst of persecutions. Though
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the church was not rich in external
perspectives, it continued to grow in
spiritual power. Let us look on how was
the church influence in positive
circumstances.

Conversion of Constantine

The emperor Diocletian resigned
from the power in A.D. 305 four men
had fight for power. Among them,
Maxentius and Constantine were
important men. Their armies fought war
in A.D. 312 beside the Tiber, which is
12 miles away from Rome. Before
Constantine set out for the war, he was
shown a symbol of cross in the heavens
and an inscription that he would win in
the battle. It is believed that
Constantine’s army’s flags were with
the symbols of cross after this event.
He won the war and he declared the
famous policy of religious freedom.
Thus the persecutions of Roman
emperors stopped. Though he was
converted to Christianity, he was not
baptized. Later, he was determined to
get baptized in Jordan river where
Jesus was baptized. On the way to
Jerusalem, he fell sick and suddenly
he wished to be baptized. It is
historically documented that he died
with wet clothes after getting baptized
(A.D. 337).

The church got the freedom of
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worship and freedom of work because
of the conversion of Constantine. It
became a royal religion. Priests got
respectability and comforts of life.
Moreover this, the priest of Rome has
received royal treatment in all ways.
After this event there occurred
ideological differences among the
leaders. So for the unification of faith,
church fathers had to convene three
different councils. The meetings were
convened at Nicea in A.D. 325, at
Constantine Police in A.D. 381 and at
EphesusinA.D 381. In these meetings,
there developed universal laws of faith
and the canons related to the church
administration, Arius, who denied the
divinity of Christ, was strongly criticized
by Athanasius and other church fathers.
They convinced the divine hood of
Jesus with God, the father (A.D.
431).The church which escaped
persecution, was strong in teachings.
But they began to decline spiritually.
They diverted from the Apostolic
teachings.

1. Preisthood

As Christianity became a royal
religion, the priest also began wearing
the clothes corresponding to the royal
authority. Laymen were busy with
physical needs, and the priests were
given the responsibility of prayer and
spreading of the gospel. Thus priests
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became the mediators between God
and men. There is one mediator
between men and God, the man Christ
Jesus (1Tim. 2:5). Contrary to the
apostolic teachings, there arose many
mediators such as the dead holy men,
Virgin Mary and a number of priests.
The archbishop of Rome was the priest
of the king. So he was given royal
prestige and authority. He began to
argue supremacy over other priests.
Emperors also reacted positively to this
argument because it was good to the
royal administration. Thus the priest in
Rome became Pope, and other priests
also were given respective places and
power. As it became a royal authority,
the priests began to be taken from the
royal families. Thus they became
bishops and Popes. Emperor’s elder
sons became kings and younger sons
became bishops. So the kings were
easily made dominion over the people.

2) Idolatry and Prayer to the
Saints

Romans, before the conversion of
constantine, were polytheists and idol
worshippers. For them, it was very
difficult to follow monotheism.
Worshipping an invisible God in spirit
was troublesome for them. In order to
solve this issue, the bishops allowed
the people to make idols of Christ and
Saints, and prayer to the saints also
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were allowed. Like gentiles festive,
celebrating the days of saints were also
promoted. In A.D.

431, Holy Mary was given the title
“Mother of God” and prayer to Mother
Mary also began. The matters of this
age are described in the book of
Revelation. (A.D. 312-606 - A.D. 606-
1520). It can be related to the churches
of Pergamum and Thyatira.

Closure of the Bible

The Church showed disinterest in
spreading the Bible. The laymen who
were uneducated, were not given the
opportunities to read and understand
the truths of the Bible. It was read only
at the time of service. So Bible was a
closed book of laymen. They laymen
were not given opportunity to read and
interpret the Bible. As a result, the
Christian church declined to become a
place of superstitions and revised
version of

pagan religion. What a tragedy! We
must be too careful for we will be
spiritually weak due to the material
blessings and comforts.
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Write an essay on how material growth and luxury can degrade christian church. Elabo-
rate it on the basis of the historical development in the fourth century.
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