Prayer- What It Is And What It Is Not

At home, do you pray? Do you pray before
you go to school? When you are alone, will
you pray? Jesus tells us to pray at all times.
Jesus taught the disciples how to pray. We will
learn about what Jesus has told us regarding
how to pray and what the correct way of
praying is.

Many of the disciples of Jesus, where
disciples of John the Baptist. John had taught
them how to pray. So, one day Jesus was
praying in a certain place. When he finished,
one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach
us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come
as in Heaven so in Earth. Give us each day
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we
also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil”. Then he said to them, “Suppose
one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at
midnight and says, Friend, lend me three loaves
of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey
has come to me, and I have nothing to set
before him.” Then the one inside answers,
“Don’t bother me. The door is already locked,
and my children are with me in bed. I can’t
get up and give you anything.” I‘ll tell you,
Jesus said, “though he said he would not get
up and give him the bread, since he is his friend,
he will get up and give him as much as he
needs. Isn’t it”.

Jesus said-"you ask God, God will give
you. Pray to God and he will hear your prayer.
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Bible Portion: Luke 11:1-13; 18:1-14

God will not let down anybody who comes to
Him with a need. Knock, it shall be opened
for you. Ask, it shall be given to you”. Jesus
continued, “If your son asks for bread, will
the father give a stone? If he asks fish, will
the father give a serpent? If he asks for egg,
will the father give him a scorpion? Though
you are evil, you know how to give good gifts
to your children.” God is our heavenly father.
He will give much more good things than they
ask.

To some who were confident of their
own righteousness and looked down on
everyone else, Jesus told this parable: “Two
men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, |
thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this
tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a
tenth of all I get.” He exalted and justified
himself and thought himself to be above
others.

“But the tax collector stood at a distance.
He would not even look up to heaven, but he
cried and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, I’'m
a sinner.” God accepted the tax Collectors
prayer. And Jesus told later “I tell you that
this man, rather than the other, went home
justified before God. For all those who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.” God does
not look at self-justifying, self-exalting people
but those who humble themselves, repent their
sins, and confess it.
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2. What did the friend who came at midnight ask?

3. Who were the two men who went to the temple

Many of the disciples of Jesus where whose to pray?
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Do not loose heart but ask God for all our needs.
If we pray with repentance and a broken heart God will help us.
Ask God humbly and lowering ourselves.
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Luke 11:10
For everyone who asks receives; he who
seeks finds; and to him who knocks,
the door will be opened
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